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The Le Bonheur physicians cleared Praise to return to Uganda after 
spending almost two months in Memphis.  Praise and her parents, Martin 
and Mary, left Memphis on May 1st, and headed to Washington State, for 
an opportunity to connect with individuals there who sponsored the fami-
ly’s travels to the United States (see below for an article further detailing 
their connection). 
Thank you to all of the Rotarians and volunteers who invested their time 
and energy to care for this wonderful family.  Praise has since returned 
home to Uganda, healthy and happy! 

Two year old, Mariam, and her mother, Lesli, arrived 
from Honduras on May 1st!  Latino Memphis Volunteers, 
Ana Gardner and Kenna Chelsoi, welcomed the family 
and helped to get them settled at the FedEx Family 
House.  Mariam had successful, life saving surgery at Le 
Bonheur on May 8th.  She is now back at the FedEx 
Family House recovering.  
Please sign up to take Mariam and Lesli a meal: 

Gift of Life Mid-South could not fulfill its mission without 
the tireless efforts of Rotary District 6800 clubs!   

 
~Thank you to the East Memphis Rotary Club for hosting 
Praise and her family from April 15th until they departed.  A 
VERY special thank you to East Memphis Rotarian, Jane 
Hanafin, who was incredibly dedicated to this family and 
ensured they received the care and attention needed through-
out their stay.  Thank you, Jane! 

Ways to Help 

Financial Support 
Your donations go directly to help the children we bring to Le Bonheur Children’s Hospital. All 

GOLI-affiliated hospitals charge a nominal fee to cover basic hospital costs. Funds are also used 

for incidental expenses while the family is staying in Memphis at the FedEx Family House. 

  

Volunteer 
Rotary Club and Latino Memphis volunteers are a critical part of the Gift of Life mission. Volun-

teers and their families have the opportunity to get to know our guest families on a personal level. 
The host Club provides meals and transportation during the family’s stay in Memphis. Volunteers 
also accompany families to clinic visits and provide support during the hospital stay. 

         Mary Anne Overman dedicated  

         much of her time to assisting   

         Praise and her family during their 

         stay.  She took the  family to shop, 

         accompanied the family on outings 

         and  took Praise to her clinic visits.  

         Thank you for taking such great  

         care of this beautiful family! 

 

We appreciate your service, Mary Anne! 

        Thank you, Mary Ayani, who 

        cooked delicious meals for  

        Praise and her parents during 

        their stay at the FedEx Family 

        House.  Mary also visited with 

the family often and donated her children’s toys 

and clothes to the Ugandan orphanage that 

Martin and Mary established back in Uganda.   

We appreciate your service, Mary!  

https://takethemameal.com/meals.php?t=VKQM8633
http://giftoflifemidsouth.org/donate/
http://giftoflifemidsouth.org/contact-us/


Extending Life—Extending HOPE 

By Kay Tronsen, PFC Member 

Our friends from Uganda stared at the snow-covered ski slope on Mt. Spokane, WA, with wonder.  

Since it was May, the snow was not the Christmas-card quality we might want for someone’s first experience of 

snow, but, apparently, it was enough.  The journey to Mt. Spokane and the state of Washington by way of Mem-

phis, TN, was a journey of healing, life, and hope for Martin, Mary, and Praise Kisimba, including making new 

friends, and meeting old friends face-to-face for the first time. 

The journey began with a diagnosis for little three-year old Praise of a congenital heart defect that 

caused her to be sick and weak.  Through the Gift of Life Mid-South organization, Praise and her parents were 

flown to Memphis, TN, on March 12 where they discovered Praise had measles, delaying surgery until April 9.  

Through the support of Rotary Club of Memphis and the Rotary Club of East Memphis, the Kisimbas were well-

provided for, shepherded through the process by Christine Pascus, Rotarian Volunteer and Gift of Life Board 

Member.  A Gift of Life Volunteer, MaryAnn Overman, was an integral member in the family’s support, offering 

meals, shopping, sightseeing, and packing eight suitcases for their trip home, a task recognized as daunting by 

any world traveler.  During my visit in Memphis, MaryAnn also invited Praise and I for Praise’s first Easter Egg 

Hunt.  As we left for the hunt, Praise said something to her parents that made them laugh.  I asked what she 

said, and they replied, “I’ll bring you some chickens.”  

So how did they end up in Washington state, you might ask?  How did they end up visiting a small 

church in a small rural farming community, 90 miles south of Spokane, close to Pullman, WA, the home of Wash-

ington State University?  Ah, that’s a God-breathed story well worth telling again and again.  A WSU student, 

whose family lived in Palouse and attended Palouse Federated Church (PFC), was sent to Uganda as part of her 

degree program in 2009.  Her soil-sampling equipment stranded in customs, Alana Brunner Hunter had time to 

explore Uganda and make Christian friends.  Returning back to the USA, she experienced some unsettling cir-

cumstances:  her father had a stroke, and she discovered she had glioblastoma and began cancer treatments as 

a young college student.   

But she never forgot her friends in Uganda.  Following her treatment and a time of recovery, Alana 

returned to Uganda in 2012 with another church member, Angie Cochran.  They met Martin and his first wife, 

Katali, who, much later, died from high blood pressure the day after giving birth to Praise.  Because of this meet-

ing, Alana learned about their school, orphanage, and ministry to orphans in a small village about fourteen miles 

from Jinja, Uganda.  Alana and Angie lived with them for several weeks, returning home to Palouse, WA, pre-

senting our small church in Palouse with their need and asking how we might partner with that ministry half a 

world away. 

And partner we have.  In 2012, friends of PFC carried funds to purchase additional land that had be-

come available.  Other trips to Uganda by PFC members in 2015 and again at the end of 2016 strengthened 

relationships.  During the last trip in December 2016, PFC members carried Christmas boxes for each child and 

staff at the Hope 4 All Children Ministry which were provided specifically for them, by name, by other PFC church 

members.  For some children, this was the first Christmas gift they had ever received.   

With the help of Living Water International, in 2014, a borehole was drilled that provided the small 

ministry with clean, safe water, an essential need in Africa.  Pastor Martin has faithfully shared this water with the 

community surrounding them.  All manner of children and adults arrive daily at the well to carry away water in a 

variety of containers, by a variety of means.  In 2017, PFC paid for the repairs to the well.  Throughout the years 

of support, money was provided by PFC members to build and, later, finish, a home for Pastor Martin and his 

children, and, later, his new wife, Mary, and her children.  In 2015, the church sent funds to build new latrines 

since a local health inspector judged theirs as inadequate.    

 PFC has continued to send them monthly support to buy food, medicine, clothing, and pay education 

fees for older children.  The ministry in Uganda provides about 80 meals a day to help feed children from the 

surrounding poor community.  Their small, under-provisioned elementary school educates children from the com-

munity for free.  Beginning in 2017, church members paid for teacher’s college for one young man who has 

taught at the school since the ministry started, first mentored by Martin’s first wife, herself a teacher.  For just 

$300 a term, an amount totally out of reach for most Ugandans, he will soon receive his teacher’s certificate 

along with the huge amount of hope that began when someone offered to pay his tuition.  Mary remarked on the 

change in him because this hope gave him a renewed purpose, a spark, and he saw himself as someone with a 

future, someone worth investing in. 

While the Gift of Life organization surely extended Praise’s life, as they have for many other children, 

other efforts have extended hope through relationships, through support, and God-given provision.  As one 

church member remarked, even though we can’t help everyone in Africa, we can help this one small orphanage 

ministry to which God has connected us.   

Martin, Mary, and Praise returned home to Uganda to resume their lives after two months away.  They 

will continue to face the daily hardships and dilemmas that we are spared as Americans.  Yet, they have many 

future hopes and dreams:  building more adequate school space, providing food for more children, sending more 

students to secondary school and college, building something lasting in their corner of the world.   

As Pastor Martin packed an empty juice container with snow to take with him from Mt. Spokane that 
day in May, I tried to tell him it would melt, but he insisted.  As we arrived at our dinner location some time later, 

he was laughing with Mary.  He said he wanted to take the snow to Uganda, but it had already started melting on 

that short journey, and he was laughing at himself; it hadn’t made it very far.  We live worlds apart, both in terms 
of culture and experience, but life and hope, no matter how they come, are essential to all of us, and stretch 

further than a bit of ice.  



2018 1st Quarter 
Alliance Law & Counseling Kathy Poteet 

Ally Bank Lynn Lanigan 
Ann L. Hollingsworth Marty Petrusek 

Anonymous Mary Jo Sandlin 
Battery Sales Meg Glenn 
Bill Pickens Michelle Connors 

Bill Schrader Midtown Memphis Rotary 
Black, McLaren, Jones, Ryland & 

Griffee 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert E. Horrell 

Bob Chance Nathan Lubin 
Bret Rodriguez Network for Good 
Carla Wakely Octavio Areas 
Chris Jenkins One Call Telecom 

Chuck and Cheryl Clark Pride Construction 
Chuck Hutton Chevrolet Richard and Sally Large 

Community Bank Robert and Eliza Kirk 
Cornelius and Patricia Sherman Robert and Margie Belcher 

Cynthia Johnson Robert E. Thomas 
Dan Tacker Robert Young 

David and Judy Matty Rotary Club of Memphis Central 
David and Vicki Seago Roy Golightly III 

David Rudolph Sandra Hayne 
Desoto Management & Investments Southern Automotive 

First Trust Steven and Katie Oelke 
Gray Carter Susan Scott 
Greg Hnedak Thomas Wirth 

Gus's Fried Chicken Tom and Janet Griffin 

Howard Carman 
Tom and Jeanne Schrader Charitable 

Fund 
James and Valerie Cowan Tom and Pam Fisher 

James Crossett Tom and Teresa Wilson 
Jane Hanafin Tracy Chism 

Jere McGuffee 
Vawter, Gammon, Norris & Co., PC, 

CPAs 
Jim Hamreck Waypoint Analytical 

Jim Pope Williams McDaniel, PLLC 
Joe and Rita Garrigan Wilson Blake 

John Miller WRVR 
Karen Gray Wynne High School - Interact Club 

HONORARIA 
Gus's Fried Chicken - Memphis, TN 

             for Gus's Fried Chicken - Little Rock, AR 


